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but two to the Queen at dinner, and he tells us
that it was " a great mistake to imagine that this
Princess, placed at the head of the Monarchical
Republic, as England may be called on account
of its constitution, was only the symbolical leader
of the mighty State, having no influence on its
wonderful machinery." Vambery observed that
Queen Victoria, like Kong Edward, had a rmeark-
able memory, "knew the ins and outs of every
question, took a lively interest in everything,"
and was often witty*
This version  of  a painful scene is given in
" London Opinion " :
An incident just told by Mr. Legge in
" King Edward in His True Colours " reminds me
of a somewhat similar affair never yet related,
I believe. When Prince of Wales, the late King
gave a Sunday dinner at Marlborough House to
representative actors, including Hare, Bancroft,
Wyndham, Kendal, Fernandez, and " Lai" Brough.
There were songs and stories after dinner, and one
member of the company was indiscreet or un-
lucky enough to weigh in with a fairly cerulean
contribution just at the time that a Princess or
two had slipped in to hear the entertainment.
The Prince straightway told the footman to order
the gentleman's carriage. The company agreed
to keep the incident dark; but Brough, hearing
wiiispers which fastened the indiscretion upon
him, let the whole thing out, with the name of
the real culprit.
The talented editor (Mr. Springfield) of the
popular paper referred to probably means that